
Power BI Licensing: A Comprehensive Guide

Microsoft Power BI is a leading business intelligence tool that enables organizations to 
visualize their data, gain insights, and make data-driven decisions. However, navigating the 
licensing options for Power BI can be complex, especially with different plans tailored to 
various user needs and organizational requirements. This guide aims to clarify Power BI 
licensing & pricing, helping you choose the best option for your business.

Power BI Licences

Power BI offers several licensing options, primarily divided into three categories: Power BI 
Free, Power BI Pro, and Power BI Premium. Each option comes with specific features, user 
capacities, and pricing structures, designed to cater to different types of users and business 
scales.

Power BI Free

Target Audience:

● Individual users
● Small teams with basic reporting needs

Key Features:

● Access to Power BI Desktop for creating reports and dashboards
● Ability to publish reports to Power BI Service

https://www.dynamicssquare.ca/blog/power-bi-pricing-plans/
https://www.dynamicssquare.ca/blog/power-bi-pricing-plans/
https://www.dynamicssquare.ca/solutions/microsoft-power-bi/


● Basic data exploration and visualization capabilities

Limitations:

● No sharing capabilities with other users
● Limited storage and data refresh rates

Cost: Free

Usage Scenario: Power BI Free is ideal for individuals or small teams who need to create 
and view reports but do not require sharing or collaboration features. It’s a great starting 
point for users new to Power BI, allowing them to explore its capabilities without any financial 
commitment.

Power BI Pro

Target Audience:

● Business users
● Teams and small to medium-sized organizations

Key Features:

● All features included in Power BI Free
● Ability to share and collaborate on reports and dashboards with other Power BI Pro 

users
● Enhanced data modeling and analytics
● Scheduled data refreshes up to eight times per day
● Integration with Microsoft services like Teams and SharePoint
● 10 GB of storage per user

Cost: $9.99 per user per month

Usage Scenario: Power BI Pro is designed for users who need to share insights and 
collaborate with others. This plan is suitable for teams and organizations that require more 
advanced features for data analysis and need to distribute their reports and dashboards 
across the organization.

Power BI Premium

Target Audience:

● Large organizations
● Enterprises with extensive BI needs

Key Features:

● All features included in Power BI Pro
● Dedicated cloud resources for enhanced performance
● Ability to distribute content without requiring Pro licenses for recipients



● Larger data models and more frequent data refreshes (up to 48 times per day)
● Advanced AI capabilities
● On-premises reporting with Power BI Report Server
● Multi-Geo support for data residency requirements
● Enhanced dataflow capabilities and increased storage capacity

Cost:

● Power BI Premium Per User (PPU): $20 per user per month
● Power BI Premium Per Capacity: Starting at $4,995 per capacity per month

Usage Scenario: Power BI Premium is ideal for large organizations that require extensive 
BI capabilities, enhanced performance, and advanced features. This plan is particularly 
useful for businesses with a high volume of users, large data models, and the need for 
advanced analytics and AI capabilities.

Comparing Power BI Pro and Power BI Premium

While Power BI Pro and Power BI Premium both offer comprehensive BI tools, they cater to 
different needs and organizational scales. Here’s a comparison to help you determine which 
plan suits your business best:

Feature Power BI Pro Power BI Premium

Sharing and 
Collaboration

Yes Yes

Storage 10 GB per user 100 TB per capacity

Data Refreshes 8 times per day 48 times per day

Dedicated Cloud 
Resources

No Yes

Advanced AI Capabilities No Yes

On-Premises Reporting No Yes (with Report Server)

Cost $9.99 per 
user/month

Starting at $4,995/month

Choosing the Right Power BI License

When selecting the appropriate Power BI license, consider the following factors:

1. Number of Users:
○ For individual use or small teams, Power BI Free or Pro is often sufficient.
○ For larger organizations, Premium licenses offer better scalability and 

performance.
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2. Collaboration Needs:
○ If collaboration and sharing are essential, Power BI Pro or Premium is 

necessary.
○ Premium is particularly useful if you need to share content broadly without 

requiring each user to have a Pro license.
3. Data Volume and Complexity:

○ For handling large data models and complex analytics, Power BI Premium 
provides enhanced capabilities and performance.

○ Pro users might face limitations with data volume and refresh rates.
4. Budget:

○ Power BI Free is cost-effective for individuals and small teams.
○ Power BI Pro is affordable for small to medium-sized organizations needing 

collaboration features.
○ Power BI Premium, while more expensive, offers significant value for large 

organizations with extensive BI requirements.

Conclusion

Choosing the right Power BI license depends on your organization's size, collaboration 
needs, data complexity, and budget. Power BI Free offers a great starting point for 
individuals, while Power BI Pro and Premium provide more advanced features and 
scalability for growing teams and large enterprises. By understanding the key features and 
benefits of each licensing option, you can make an informed decision that best fits your 
business needs.

Ready to Transform Your Data with Power BI?

If you’re ready to explore Power BI licensing options and find the best fit for your business, 
contact our experts at Dynamics Square for a personalized consultation. We’ll help you 
navigate the options and ensure you get the most out of your investment in Power BI.
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